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1. Structural practices shall be used to control 

erosion and trap sediment from areas 
remaining disturbed for more than 14 days. 
 

2. Sediment basins and perimeter sediment 
barriers shall be implemented prior to 
grading and within seven days from the 
start of grubbing. 

 
Sediment basin outlet structure(s), including 
risers and skimmers, and temporary 
diversion channels shall be installed prior to 
the installation of any proposed storm 
sewer. 
 

3. Use of structural sediment controls in 
streams is prohibited. 
 

4. Performing construction activities in surface 
waters may be subject to CWA regulation 
and/or state isolated wetland permit 
requirements.  Prior to work, project owners 
shall contact the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers Huntington, WV District Office at 
(304) 399-5210 and Ohio EPA 401/404 and 
non-jurisdictional stream/wetland 
coordinator at (614) 644-2001 to acquire 
necessary permits for construction activities 
in surface waters. 

 
5. Construction personnel, including 

subcontractors who may use or handle 
hazardous or toxic materials, shall be made 
aware of the following general guidelines 
regarding disposal and handling of 
hazardous and construction wastes: 
• Prevent spills 
• Use products up 
• Follow label directions for disposal 
• Remove lids from empty bottles and 

cans when disposing in trash 
• Recycle wastes whenever possible 

• Don’t pour into waterways, storm 
drains or onto the ground 

• Don’t pour down the sink, floor drain or 
septic tanks 

• Don’t bury chemicals or containers 
• Don’t burn chemicals or containers 
• Don’t mix chemicals together 
 
No toxic or hazardous wastes shall be 
disposed into storm drains, waterways, 
septic tanks, or by burying, burning, or 
mixing the wastes. 

 
6. Containers shall be provided for the proper 

collection of all waste material including 
construction debris, trash, petroleum 
products and any hazardous materials used 
on-site. Containers shall be covered and not 
leaking. All waste material shall be disposed 
of at facilities approved for that material.  

 

7. All construction & demolition debris (C&DD) 
waste shall be disposed of in an Ohio EPA 
approved C&DD landfill as required by Ohio 
Revised Code. 

 
8. Materials which contain asbestos must 

comply with air pollution regulations.  For 
demolition of all commercial sites, a 
Notification for Restoration and Demolition 
must be submitted to Ohio EPA to 
determine if asbestos corrective actions are 
required. 
 

9. A Spill Prevention Control and 
Countermeasures (SPCC) Plan is required for 
sites with accumulative above ground 
storage of 1,320 gallons or more, or 42,000 
gallons of underground storage. 

 
Site operators shall implement controls 
specified in the onsite SPCC Plan to prevent, 
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contain, remediate and eliminate any 
identified spills or leaks. 
 

10. Describe any known impounded water, 
groundwater or water from tunneling 
operations that will be pumped during this 
project. 

a. Provide description of control 
measure proposed to remove 
sediment from pumping operations 

b. Provide numeric effluent limits 
issued by Ohio EPA associated with 
discharges from pumping 
operations, if applicable 

 

11. Pumping: Regardless of whether 
discharges are received by a sediment 
settling pond, water pumped from 
excavations or other areas where water 
is in contact with exposed soils must be 
discharged into a sediment bag 
specifically designed for the rate of 
pumped flow.  The bag shall be securely 
attached to the pump discharge line to 
prevent separation during pumping 
operations and placed above-ground to 
allow for visual monitoring of the bag 
while in use.  The bag shall be located on 
a stable, vegetated surface, where 
feasible, to prevent sediment transport 
during discharge. Where vegetated 
areas are not available, discharge from 
the bag shall be monitored to ensure 
that no turbid discharges into the storm 
sewer or surface waters of the state are 
occurring. If turbid discharges are 
observed, additional practices must be 
used. 
 

12. All contaminated soils must be treated 
and/or disposed in Ohio EPA approved solid 

waste management facilities or hazardous 
waste treatment, storage or disposal 
facilities. 
 
One or more of the following practices must 
be used to manage stormwater runoff from 
contaminated soils 
(1) The use of berms, trenches, and pits to 

collect contaminated runoff and prevent 
discharges 

(2) Pumping runoff into a sanitary sewer 
(with prior approval of the City of 
Columbus Pretreatment Section 614-
645-5876) or into a container for 
transport to an appropriate 
treatment/disposal facility 

(3) Covering areas of contamination with 
tarps or other methods that prevent 
storm water from coming into contact 
with the material 

 
Storm water runoff associated with 
contaminated soils are not be authorized 
under Ohio EPA’s General Storm Water 
Permit associated with Construction 
Activities. 

 
13. Spill and Spill Reporting: Spills on pavement 

shall be absorbed with sawdust or kitty 
litter and disposed of with the trash at a 
licensed sanitary landfill.  Hazardous or 
industrial wastes such as most solvents, 
gasoline, oil-based paints, and cement 
curing compounds require special handling. 
All spills which contact waters of the state 
must be reported to Ohio EPA at  
(1-800-282-9378). 
 
Releases or spill of 25 gallons or more of 
petroleum must be reported to the 
following agencies within 30 minutes of 
discovery of the the release or spill: 

(1) Ohio EPA (at 1-800-282-9378) 
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(2) <<Provide name of local fire 
department and phone number>> 

(3) National Response Center (800) 
424-8802 

(4) <<Provide name of Local Emergency 
Planning Coordinator and phone 
number>> 

(5) Division of Sewerage and Drainage, 
Sewer Maintenance Operations 
Center (614) 645-7102 

 

14. No materials containing rubber, grease, 
asphalt, or petroleum products, such as 
tires, autoparts, plastics or plastic coated 
wire may be burned (OAC 3745-19). Open 
burning is not allowed in restricted areas, 
which are defined as: 1) within corporation 
limits; 2) within 1,000 feet outside of a 
municipal corporation having a population 
of 1,000 to 10,000; and 3) a one mile zone 
outside of a corporation of 10,000 or more. 
Outside of restricted areas, no open burning 
is allowed within 1,000 feet of an inhabited 
building on another property. Open burning 
is permissible in a restricted area for: 
heating tar, welding, smudge pots and 
similar occupational needs, and heating for 
warmth or outdoor barbeques. Outside of 
restricted areas, open burning is permissible 
for landscape or land-clearing wastes (plant 
material, with prior written permission from 
Ohio EPA), and agricultural wastes, 
excluding buildings. 

 

15. Dust Control or dust suppressants shall be 
used to prevent nuisance conditions, in 
accordance with the manufacturer’s 
specifications and in a manner, which 
prevent a discharge to waters of the state. 
Sufficient distance must be provided 
between applications and nearby bridges, 
catch basins, and other waterways. 
Application (excluding water) may not occur 
when rain is imminent as noted in the short 

term forecast. Used oil may not be applied 
for dust control. 

 

16. Air pollution permits may be required for 
activities including, but not limited to, 
mobile concrete batch plants, mobile 
asphalt plants, concrete crushers and large 
generators.  Contact the Ohio EPA’s Office 
of Compliance Assistance and Pollution 
Prevention at 1-800-329-7518 for more 
information. 

 

17. The Ohio EPA Construction General Permit 
and Columbus City Code 1145 prohibit the 
discharge of wash water, leachate from 
onsite waste disposal systems and concrete 
washout activities to the City’s Municipal 
Stormwater Sewer System (MS4) or waters 
of the state.  All process wastewaters must 
be collected and properly disposed at an 
approved disposal facility. In the event, 
leachate or septage is discharged; it must 
be isolated for collection and proper 
disposal and corrective actions taken to 
eliminate the source of waste water. 

 

18. Inspections for all controls shall be 
performed after any storm event greater 
than one-half inch of rain per 24-hour 
period by the end of the next calendar day, 
excluding weekends and holidays unless 
work is scheduled; and once every seven 
calendar days. 
 
The inspection frequency may be reduced to 
at least once every month for dormant sites 
if the entire site is temporarily stabilized or 
runoff is unlikely due to weather conditions 
for extended periods of time (e.g., site is 
covered with snow, ice, or the ground is 
frozen). 
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The SWPPP shall be updated to document 
the beginning and ending dates of any 
reduced inspection frequency. 

 
19. Inspections of controls shall be performed 

by “qualified inspection personnel” as 
defined in the applicable Ohio EPA 
Construction General Permit. 
 
Following each inspection, a checklist shall 
be completed and signed by the qualified 
inspection personnel representative. At a 
minimum, the inspection report shall 
include: 

 Inspection Date 

 Names, titles, and qualifications of 
personnel making the inspection 

 weather information for the period 
since the last inspection (or since 
commencement of construction activity 
if the first inspection) including a best 
estimate of the beginning of each storm 
event, duration of each storm event, 
approximate amount of rainfall for each 
storm event (in inches), and whether 
any discharges occurred 

 weather information and a description 
of any discharges occurring at the time 
of the inspection 

 location(s) of discharges of sediment or 
other pollutants from the site 

 location(s) of BMPs that need to be 
maintained 

 location(s) of BMPs that failed to 
operate as designed or proved 
inadequate for a particular location 

 location(s) where additional BMPs are 
needed that did not exist at the time of 
inspection 

 corrective action required including any 
changes to the SWP3 necessary and 
implementation dates 

Site inspections shall include, but not be 
limited to, the evaluation of the following: 

 evidence of or the potential for 
pollutants entering the drainage system 
from disturbed areas and areas used for 
storage of materials that are exposed to 
precipitation 

 performance of erosion and sediment 
control measures identified in the 
SWPPP 

 assessment of discharge locations to 
ascertain whether erosion and sediment 
control measures are effective in 
preventing significant impacts to the 
receiving waters 

 evidence of off-site vehicle tracking at 
locations where vehicles enter or exit 
the site 

 
Inspection records shall be kept for 3 years 
following the submittal of a notice of 
termination form to Ohio EPA. 

 
20. BMPs that are noted as deficient during 

inspections shall be addressed within the 
following timeframes from the date of 
inspection: 
 

 Repair or maintenance of BMPs ( except 
sediment ponds):3 days 

 Repair or cleaning of sediment ponds: 
10 days 

 Replacement of non-functional BMPs: 
10 days 

 Installation of missing BMPs required by 
the SWPPP: 10 days 

 

21. It shall be the responsibility of the site 
owner to provide notification to the City of 
Columbus, Stormwater and Regulatory 
Management Section at 614-645-6311 at 
least 48-hours prior to commencement of 
initial site land-disturbance. 
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22. The location where the following activities 
are to be performed shall be located away 
from watercourses, drainage ditches, field 
drains, storm sewers or other drainage 
areas.  The SWPPP shall be updated 
throughout construction to accurately show 
the location of the following activities and 
their proximity to surface water and 
drainage facilities: 

 Storage or disposal of solid, sanitary, 
and toxic wastes (including dumpster 
areas) 

 Recycling of used or unused hazardous 
materials, 

 Cement truck washout 
A sump or pit with no potential for 
discharge shall be constructed to 
contain concrete wash water. Field tile 
or other subsurface drainage structures 
within 10 ft. of the sump shall be cut 
and plugged. 

 Mixing, pumping, transferring or other 
handling of construction chemicals such 
as fertilizer, lime, asphalt, concrete 
drying compounds, and all other 
potentially hazardous materials 

 Equipment fueling and maintenance 
 
23. The accumulated sediment shall be 

removed from the sediment storage zone 

once it exceeds 50 percent (40 percent for 

sites located in the Big Darby Watershed) of 

the minimum required sediment storage 

design capacity and prior to the conversion 

to the post-construction practice unless 

suitable storage is provided to meet the 

volume requirements indicated on the 

approved plans for the post-construction 

practice. 

 

24. No construction related waste materials are 

to be buried on-site. By exception, clean fill 

(bricks, hardened concrete, soil) may be 

utilized in a way which does not encroach 

upon natural wetlands, streams or 

floodplains or result in the contamination of 

waters of the state. 

 

25. Any person signing documents under this 
section shall make the following 
certification: 

 
"I certify under penalty of law that this 
document and all attachments were 
prepared under my direction or supervision 
in accordance with a system designed to 
assure that qualified personnel properly 
gathered and evaluated the information 
submitted. Based on my inquiry of the 
person or persons who manage the system 
or those persons directly responsible for 
gathering the information, the information 
submitted is, to the best of my knowledge 
and belief, true, accurate and complete. I 
am aware that there are significant 
penalties for submitting false information, 
including the possibility of fine and 
imprisonment for knowing violations." 
 

26. It shall be the responsibility of the site 
owner to receive written or electronic 
approval from the City of Columbus, 
Stormwater and Regulatory Management 
Section prior to the removal or conversation 
of a construction pollution prevention 
practice. 

 
27. Saw-cutting: The discharge of liquid, solid or 

slurry detritus from saw-cutting operations 
into a storm sewer system is a violation of 
Columbus City Code 1145.  Liquid, solid or 
slurry detritus from saw-cutting operations 
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shall be contained and removed from the 
ground surface to prevent entry into a 
storm sewer or surface waters of the state.  
Directing liquid, solid or slurry detritus from 
saw-cutting operations to a storm sewer 
inlet equipped with inlet protection 
designed to filter sediment from stormwater 
runoff is not an acceptable method of 
containment and is a violation of Columbus 
City Code 1145. 

 
28. Tracking: Sediment deposited on streets or 

roadways from vehicle or equipment 
tracking shall be removed daily from the 
roadway surface, including all curb lines and 
gutters, to prevent discharge into the storm 
sewer or surface waters of the state.  If 
determined by the City that tracked 
sediments from a site continues to be a 
source of water quality degradation or 
cause restriction or damage to the storm 
sewer or surface waters of the state, the 
SWP3 shall be revised to mandate removal 
of tracked sediments at a greater frequency 
and with vacuum-assisted street sweeping 
equipment or controls of equal 
effectiveness. 

 

29. Prior to modification of the SWP3 in the 
field, changes to the approved SWP3 
revisions needed to reflect changes to 
sediment settling ponds, diversion channels, 
post-construction best management 
practices, permanent stormwater 
conveyance systems or disturbance of areas 
beyond those limits identified in the SWP3 
shall be submitted to the following address 
for approval by the City. 

 
Chief Plans Official 
City of Columbus 

Department of Building and Zoning Services 
111 North Front Street 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 
 
30. (For use in the Big Darby Creek watershed 

only) 
Sampling of sediment pond outfalls for sites 
located in the Big Darby Creek watershed 
shall be performed in accordance with those 
requirements specified in the Ohio EPA 
Construction General Permit. 
 
Sample results shall be kept onsite with the 
SWP3 and made available for inspection. 
 

31. A Notice of Termination shall be submitted 
to Ohio EPA within 45 days of completing all 
requirements of the Ohio EPA Construction 
General Permit associated with work 
proposed on this SWP3.   Any other 
construction activities proposed for this site 
beyond those provided on this plan shall be 
approved under a separate SWP3 and 
receive separate authorization from Ohio 
EPA for coverage under the Construction 
General Permit. 

 
32. As construction progresses and the 

topography is altered, appropriate controls 
shall be constructed, or existing controls 
altered to address the changing drainage 
patterns. 

 
33. The disposal of solid and liquid wastes shall 

be in accordance with applicable State 
and/or local waste disposal, sanitary sewer 
or septic system regulations. 

 
34. Permit To Install (PTI) is required prior to the 

construction of all centralized sanitary 
systems, including sewer extensions, and 
sewerage systems (except those serving 
one, two, and three family dwellings) and 
potable water lines. Plans must be 
submitted and approved by Ohio EPA. 
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Issuance of an Ohio EPA Construction 
General Storm Water Permit does not 
authorize the installation of any sewerage 
system where Ohio EPA has not approved a 
PTI. 

 
35. Item Special – Volume Verification for 

Temporary Sediment Settling Ponds and 
Sediment Traps: 
The contractor shall verify that the sediment 
storage and dewatering volumes 
constructed for each temporary sediment 
settling pond and sediment trap are 
equivalent to or exceed the respective 
volumes specified in the construction 
drawings and specifications.  Topographical 
as-built survey information shall be 
collected by a land surveyor registered in 
the State of Ohio.   Horizontal locations shall 
be based on the state plane coordinate 
system and elevations shall be based on the 
benchmarks and vertical datum used on the 
approved plans. 
 
Within thirty (30) days from the date of 
sediment settling pond and sediment trap 
construction, the contractor shall include in 
the SWP3 a copy of the topographic as-built 
survey along with written validation from 
the land surveyor preforming the 
topographic as-built survey attesting that 
the sediment storage and dewatering 
volumes storage volume provided in the 
constructed temporary sediment settling 
pond or sediment trap equals or exceeds the 
volumes required by the plans.  The written 
validation shall include the total volume of 
each sediment settling pond and sediment 
trap constructed as part of the project. 
 
Costs for this work shall be included under 
Item Special - Volume Verification for 

Temporary Sediment Settling Ponds and 
Sediment Traps, Lump Sum 
 

36. Vehicle and Equipment Fueling and 
Maintenance: Vehicle fueling and 
maintenance activities, including oil 
changes, shall be performed in an area 
designated for such purposes away from 
surface waters of the state and storm 
sewers. The designated area shall be 
equipped for containing oil and catching 
spills. Spill kits shall be provided near all 
designated vehicle and equipment fueling 
and maintenance areas and shop fabricated 
double-walled tanks meeting UL standards 
shall be provided for all non-portable fuel 
and oil storage containers located onsite. 
Portable fuel and oil storage containers 
shall be stored in a containment system 
with sufficient capacity to contain 10% of 
the volume of all containers stored or the 
volume of the largest container, whichever 
is greater. 
 

37. Inlet protection: Storm sewer systems that 
receive drainage during construction from 
unprotected inlets discharging to 
downstream sediment settling ponds shall 
be cleaned after permanent stabilization is 
achieved and prior to project acceptance 
and closeout by the City. 
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38. SWP3 Modification for Conversion of 

Centralized Temporary Sediment Control 
Practices: In order to assure timely 
completion and operation of post-
construction best management practices 
(BMP), the following shall apply in instances 
where temporary sediment control practices 
are designated for conversion to post-
construction BMPs by the SWP3 under 
which the post-construction BMPs designed 
to serve this site are to be constructed. 

 
a. Unless otherwise authorized by the City 

of Columbus or Ohio EPA, the 
temporary sediment control practice(s) 
shall be converted to post-construction 
BMPs within three (3) years of initial 
construction of the temporary sediment 
control practice. 
 

b. Prior to post-construction BMP 
conversion, the SWP3 for any project or 
phase tributary to the converted post-
construction BMPs, including this SWP3 
if applicable, shall be revised to include 
additional temporary sediment control 
practices to control sediment from any 
areas that have not received final 
stabilization.  Those additional, 
temporary sediment controls shall be 
implemented prior to post-construction 
BMP conversion. 
 

c. Where the post-construction BMPs are 
to be constructed or converted under 
the SWP3 for this project, or this phase 
of a multi-phase project, ownership of 
the post-construction BMPs shall be 
transferred to the BMP owner for 
ongoing maintenance and operation in 
accordance with the post-construction 
BMP maintenance plan. 
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Table A – Sediment Pond Information 

Basin 
No. 

Contributing 
Drainage 

Area 

Dewatering 
Zone 

 Volume 
 

Dewatering 
Zone 

 Volume 
 per Acre 
(CY/Ac.) 

Dewatering 
Zone 

 Depth 
(Feet) 

Dewatering 
Volume 

Draindown 
Time (hrs) 

Sediment 
Storage 

Zone 
Volume 

(CY) 

Sediment 
Storage 

Zone 
Volume 
per Acre 
(CY/Ac.) 

Limits   67 CY/Ac. 
min. for 

sites  

5 feet max. 48 to 72 
hours 

 37  (or  
134*) 
CF/Ac. 

min 

        

 
*134 CY/Ac. as specified for the Big Darby Creek watershed. 


